
Aim or takeaway message – we live in a wonderful world made by God for us to enjoy and to flourish together –  it is a material world 
where accidents and illnesses happen, there can be hard times too– and worse people can hurt each other and spoil the world –  so 
people have always dreamed of how the world could be made even better and what a really really wonderful world would be like – a 
world where everyone was loved and cared for like God wants. God sent Jesus to give us the power to overcome problems, to work 
to make  everyone's life better, to stop being part of the problem ourselves, and to bring some of that even more wonderful world into 
being in our own lives.

What a wonderful world!

(Environment Sunday, Sunday after Ascension)

Readings: Isaiah 65:17 -end; Revelation 21: 1 -7

What is your favourite topic or your subject? What do you enjoy learning about most? 
Why? 
What amazing things about the world or the universe do you think are really the most 
amazing?

Some of my amazing things about the universe – there are 100 billion stars in our own 
galaxy – our sun is just one of those 100 billion stars – and our galaxy is only one of 
billions of other galaxies – maybe 200 billion – so the universe is just mind-bogglingly 
massive.

On earth there are thousands and thousands of different kinds of plants and animals – 
just take trees for example -there are about 10,000 different species of trees -  and look at 
fish – there are over 24,000 different species of fish and still more are being discovered, 
there are lots more to be discovered. And they come in all different shapes, sizes and 
colours.

Then there are human beings -over 6 billion people in the world and every one – even 
twins – has a unique face. And each of our brains has maybe 100 billion of the special 
nerve cells which transmit information!

But the big numbers and the mysteries are not the only amazing wonderful things about 
the world.

 Some of the things we see and use every day are also amazing when you think about it.

Have you ever thought about all the people who have to do their job properly every day 
and on time so that you can have electricity here in Ludgrove.

 And how about the food you eat  every day– some of it comes from the other side of the 
world!

And what about all the really great places there are to visit in the world – beaches and sea, 
mountains with snow, rivers and streams, woods and forests 

− and all the activities you can do in those places.

It is an amazing world.
−

Today is United Nations World Environment Day when people all over the world will be 
thinking about how important it is that we care for the planet. This year the theme is all 



Aim or takeaway message – we live in a wonderful world made by God for us to enjoy and to flourish together –  it is a material world 
where accidents and illnesses happen, there can be hard times too– and worse people can hurt each other and spoil the world –  so 
people have always dreamed of how the world could be made even better and what a really really wonderful world would be like – a 
world where everyone was loved and cared for like God wants. God sent Jesus to give us the power to overcome problems, to work 
to make  everyone's life better, to stop being part of the problem ourselves, and to bring some of that even more wonderful world into 
being in our own lives.

about forests and how important forests and trees are both for us and for many other 
creatures.

The Bible and Christian faith teaches us that this universe – and our planet earth -  have 
come into being and continue in being because of God. Without God there'd be no 
universe – there'd be no world - from every second to the next second everything exists 
because God loves it and wants it to continue existing. 

So we live in a wonderful world made by God who wants us to enjoy it and to grow in it 
and to make it even better. 

And humans have done that – we have made the world an even better place.

Can you think of how? 

(We've built amazing cities and friendly towns;  we've cultivated productive and beautiful 
countryside. We've discovered how to keep healthy, what can  stop people getting sick and 
treatments to cure them when they do. Millions of people live comfortable lives – with 
decent homes and places to study and to work – most people can live without major 
problems. We can enjoy learning and growing , we have leisure time to enjoy sport and 
our social lives;  and we can travel and see many wonderful places.)

But it is a material world – it is a world still evolving and changing – and so for us humans 
there are problems and bad things can happen. 

Accidents and disasters happen in the world, things go wrong like they have done for 
people in Japan and other places hit by earthquakes this year;  there are illnesses, people 
get sick and sometimes sadly die young. And whenever anyone dies it is hard for those 
who love them. There is suffering in our  world and there is pain. 

And what's even worse really is that quite often humans deliberately cause suffering  to 
happen. Humans hurt one another – we fight wars and do acts of terrorism and we destroy 
communities – we  ignore people who need help  - we spend our money on silly things 
when there are people in some places without houses or even food to eat –  we damage 
the environment through pollution and destruction of the habitats of other creatures in the 
world. All these things spoil the world  and spoil people's  lives and make the world a less 
wonderful place  than it could be.

So all through human history humans have dreamed of an even better world – we have 
dreamed of how life would be without pain and sickness – how life would be if we truly 
cared for one another and did not fight or hurt each other. Some of those dreams and 
visions of an even  better world have been written down  and included in the Bible and we 
read two of them this morning. First we heard from the Book of Isaiah – written several 
hundred years before Christ. 

In the part of Isaiah we read the writer is imagining God making an even better world 
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where no-one will die young from illness; everyone will live comfortably in their own homes 
without interference from anyone else, and where no-one - neither humans nor any other 
of God's creatures - will hurt or destroy each other. It will be a world of peace and 
harmony.

In our second reading from the Book of Revelation we were given a picture of a city where 
God and humans live together and there is no more suffering – a kind of picture of heaven 
really.

God sent Jesus into the world to help us make the world an even better place. Jesus 
showed people how much God loves the world and cares about everyone, and how we 
can be part of that process ourselves by being his followers. But what did humans do? 
Some people turned against Jesus – they didn't like his power and the way he made 
people see that they could be free. So they captured him and even though he was a totally 
innocent man they convicted him as if he was a terrorist , sentenced him to death, and 
they executed him. As Jesus hung dying a slow agonizing death on the cross – the 
preferred form of execution in the Roman Empire in those days – one of the last things he 
said was a prayer to God: “Father, forgive them, they do not know what they are doing”. 

Even though people did those terrible things to Jesus – the kind of hurt and destruction 
humans sometimes do to each other – Jesus did not let that change his positive caring 
attitude. He prayed for those people that God would forgive them.

If we follow Jesus we can be like Jesus – even if we are all human and we sometimes 
mess things up – with Jesus we can be part of the solution to making the world even better 
instead of part of the problem which spoils it. We can learn how not to ignore  people and 
how not to hurt  people, how to be caring and helpful and how to enjoy life in a way that's 
helps others as well as ourselves. So by following Jesus and being the sort of person God 
wants us to be –  we can bring to life some of that dream and that vision of an even better 
world  - a world where people love and care for one another, use our gifts and skills to 
make the world even better for everyone,  and respect all of God's creatures.


