
Sermon on 16  th   January 2011 – Epiphany 2  
Gospel: John 1: 29 – 42

Two disciples followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to 
them: “What are you looking for?”.

During this season of Epiphany in the sermons and themes of our services at All Saints we 
are focussing especially on giving, giving to God in our lives; of our energies, of our 
money, of our time, of ourselves. 

This week we continue our series of sermons on giving and the particular focus is on our 
way of life as Christians.

Perhaps one reason why some people view Christian giving – and stewardship  -  with 
suspicion is because, if taken seriously, it goes to the root of the decisions we make about 
our lifestyle.

As a church here at All Saints we have said that our purpose is to make a difference. It 
echoes the question to each one of us – if you are a Christian what difference does that 
make to your lifestyle. 

When we look at today's gospel reading we can easily see that it is full of generosity. John 
the Baptist is aware of who Jesus is so he shares it with others. Andrew shares his 
discovery of Jesus with his brother Simon.

Jesus gives of himself in openness to the disciples .The very first words of Jesus which the 
Gospel of St John presents us with are these “What are you looking for?”

What are you looking for? is a good question. The 28th biggest corporation on the planet 
today – Google – is founded on the human need to search. We search for knowledge; we 
search for a livelihood; we search for things to occupy our time and our interest; we search 
for help when we're in trouble, we search for power, we search for love; we search for life 
itself. Someone once said that the day you give up looking for something – even if it's your 
spectacles or your phone – is the day you have lost interest in life. Being human  involves 
searching in some shape or form – it's one of the activities that characterises our lives  as 
human. We search because we are vulnerable creatures, frail flesh and blood, not all-
powerful or all-knowing; we have needs to be fulfilled like all living creatures. But we also 
know that; and more than other animals, uniquely among the animals; we search because 
we aspire to be better – we look for better ways of doing things, better ways of  responding 
to situations, better ways of living. Searching, looking for things;  is not only 
characteristically human because it is one of things that humans do – like breathing air – 
but because it one of those actions of life which are what make us who we are – an 
expression of our unique vocation and calling as human beings.

So this is a very human and very profound question Jesus asks: “what are you looking 
for?”

There is the real question.  True as it is that all of life involves searching – but the question 
is “What”? What are you looking for?

And the answer the disciples give to this question opens up a new start in their lives.  I've 
read these lines many times and pondered them - and it seems to me that their answer to 



the question  – though they don't say it in so many words – is that the disciples at that 
point don't really know what they are looking for – or at least the need they have is so 
unformed that they are not able to express it in any words they can find in their mouths. So 
they reply “Rabbi” - that is Teacher – where are you staying?” possibly little more than 
something to keep the conversation going  - to prolong the meeting -  to find out more   - 
which is telling Jesus that they cannot say what they are looking for  - perhaps not until 
they find it – they are asking Jesus to teach them – to show them what they are looking for. 
And so he says to them: “Come and see”. It is then that they discover what it is – whom it 
is -  they were searching for – and Jesus is the One.

The gift which Jesus gives to these first disciples is the gift of being in relationship with him 
and learning from him. He readily becomes their teacher and guide; even though they are 
unformed and unknown quantities in many ways.  Notice how Jesus responds so 
generously to their searching need – they don't even know what they are really looking for 
but Jesus is ready to help them find it – to find the life that he has to share.

What is the link here with our own lifestyles? Some Christians – in fact,  the majority of 
Christians in the world  - can't  choose a lifestyle. Those in poverty have have little choice 
about the material conditions of their lives. Choosing a lifestyle is a luxury only wealthy 
Western Christians can afford. It suggests we just give from our surplus. But giving is vital 
to our faith as Christians.
 In truth what  all Christians are called to do is to be like Christ  – rich or poor -   to make 
giving and generosity central to how we live. 

Paradoxically wherever you go in the world you tend to find generosity and hospitality 
greater among the poorer communities than the richer ones. Even within the confines of 
the Church of England membership the Anglicans of Bradford Diocese give twice as much 
per head to the work of the Church as the Anglicans of Oxford Diocese do. And we are 
better off than they are. The Diocese which has come closest so far to the Church of 
England's target for giving is the Diocese of Sheffield. There the average percentage of 
income given to the Church by church members is over 4% - whilst the General Synod has 
asked all Church of England members to work towards giving 5% of our income after tax 
to the Church. This does not stop some giving more than that. Last Wednesday our 
Church Council resolved to adopt  the national guideline of 5%  of our incomes after tax 
as the recommended target of giving to the work of the Church. We know that if this 
became our average level of giving as a church community we would not have a deficit 
next year or the year after; our reserves would not get finished and we would not have to 
start cutting our activities -instead we would be able to continue and even  increase our 
service to our community in the name of Christ,  meeting needs and helping people. 

Jesus said “What are you looking for?” And when the disciples could not really say Jesus 
showed them and gave them the life which John's gospel later calls the life abundant. 
God's generosity was revealed to us Jesus.

That is the question that our lifestyles pose to us. “What are we looking for?” Can we let 
Jesus show us the way to live our lives? Can we let the generosity of God be what teaches 
us? Can we give in order  to help others - the young and the not-so-young  -  in their 
search so that they come and see and discover what some may not yet know is the best 
thing to find in life – the gift of God's love for them in Jesus and the generous 
companionship of brothers and sisters in Christ.
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